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In Principal 

 
Welcome Back 

I hope that your Easter break was a fabulous one, in whatever form it took. Our school 
had a remarkable first term and the break was appreciated by our students and staff 
members. 

 
This fortnight has seen us get rolling on a number of activities, including Cross Country, 

Parent-Teacher Interviews and our school ANZAC Parade. Some of these were carried 
over from last term and this has meant that the notice was short. My apologies if this im-

pacted negatively on you and your family, but given the events on the horizon, it was bet-
ter that we went ahead with the aforementioned events as soon as possible. 

 
Also, a gentle reminder regarding attendance at school. Pre-COVID, our school-

wide attendance rate was about 95%. It currently stands at about 90%. I feel that this 
number could be a little higher. Please do everything possible to have your children at 

school every day and on time. 
 

Toys at School 
I have shared with you in previous newsletters that there has been an increase in toys and 

other high interest items at school. These serve as a distraction and they often go miss-
ing. Please discourage your child from bringing such items to school. Our staff members 
will hold onto such items for the day, so that the child can take them home in the after-

noon. 
 

Life – Stress 
Last newsletter I started sharing information about stress. Whilst a certain amount is 

necessary to motivate us to do something, too much of it is counter-productive. Finding a 
way to unplug from the demands of work, school, family and everything else is crucial if 

we want to remain healthy and productive. 
Dr Mercola, a physician and author, described 4 stress relieving tools to quiet our minds. 

The next one follows: 
 

Rejuvenation Through Meditation - one of the best activities for reducing stress and 
improving health. Before you dismiss meditation as the realm of Buddhist monks or hip-

pies, let's take a closer look. At its most basic level, meditation helps you take a deliber-
ate break from the stream of thoughts that are constantly flowing in and out of your 

mind. In so doing, your pulse, breathing and heart rate begin to slow; your muscles relax; 
and your mind enjoys the peace that comes from the silencing of racing thoughts.  

 
Meditation has been shown to produce beneficial brain changes, both short and long 
term, such as improved attention span and better focus, even amidst distractions. It can 

also lower your blood pressure, protect your heart and boost your immune system. It 
might be helpful to begin with five minutes and work your way up to longer periods as 

your meditative skills develop. 
 

May you have an enriching week. 
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NAPLAN 
From Wednesday to Thursday this week our Year 3 and 5 students sit the annual NAPLAN tests, 
the data from which gives a point in time snapshot of their knowledge and it assists us to plan 
for their ongoing learning. 
 
I wish all of the students the very best in the coming days. 

 
ATTENDANCE 
Our current attendance rate was 91.4% 2 weeks ago, but has slipped to 90.9%. Please have 
your children at school on every day possible. 

 
P&C AGM 
We had our P&C AGM and General Meeting last week, with the discussion about the work of 
our school community at its usual high standard. I congratulate the following members of the 
Executive Committee, who were voted into their roles and look forward to working with them: 
 
*President: Vacant, pending filling 
*Vice President: Kira Jappe 
*Secretary: Kristie Wright 
*Treasurer: Amanda Syron 
 
The position of President is vacant, so please consider taking on this role so that you can assist 
in the direction of our school community. The members of the P&C Executive or I would be 
happy to discuss the responsibilities of this role if you’d like some more information  

 
BAD NEWS 
In the last newsletter I started sharing a list, by Barbara Pachter, which gives some handy hints 
about keeping a positive outlook. The last few points in the list follow: 

• Disagree agreeably - saying, “I see it differently,” or, “I disagree,” lets people know that 

you have a different opinion without attacking them. If you say, “You're wrong,” this can 

be construed as an attack. 

• Avoid using the word “but”, as it can negate what comes before it. If someone says to 

you, “I agree, but …,” or, “You did a nice job, but ...,” you are waiting for the bad news. 

Instead, use the word “and”. “You did a nice job and it would even be better if ...” 

• Word things positively – the same thought can often be expressed negatively or           

positively.  

• Consider your non-verbal communication – have a pleasant facial expression, not stern 

expressions, frowns, or stares of gloom as you go about your day. Greet people when 

you see them. Avoid sarcasm and eliminate any harsh tone to your voice. 

It can indeed be tricky at certain points to keep a positive outlook, when a number of            

challenging things occur all at once. I hope that the tips that I have shared have been helpful 

and will serve you well in the future. 
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A Snapshot of Year 6! 

ENGLISH 

In English this term, our Year 6 students have been analysing and creating a range of advertisements. Students have 

viewed advertisements to see how familiar brands use emotive language, high modality and advertising techniques 

such as sense appeal, hype and association to persuade a target audience to use their products. Each week, we have 

deconstructed written travel advertisements for places including North America, Paris, Uluru and The Great Barrier 

Reef. Our students will demonstrate their understanding by creating their own advertisement for their chosen desti-

nation. We are excited to see that they come up with!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MATHS 

This term, students have developed their understanding across all three strands of Mathematics as outlined in the 

Australian Curriculum. They have already been assessed on interpreting and comparing data displays and               

understanding how data can be misleading. Students have also undertaken assessment of locating ordered pairs and          

describing transformations, which allowed for a few strategic games of “Battleships” and many class reflections. In 

the next few weeks, students will complete their assessment for the term through demonstrating their knowledge of 

3D shapes, in particular the properties and differences of prisms and pyramids, as well as how to find unknown an-

gles from their knowledge of complimentary, supplementary, and vertically opposite angles.  
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SCIENCE 

In science, students have been investigating changes that can be made to different materials and how these chang-

es are classified as reversible or irreversible. To enrich their learning experiences, students have been engaging in a 

new and exciting investigation each week. Students have been interacting and sharing their knowledge with each 

other as they work collaboratively in teams with shared responsibilities to write up and conduct a scientific investi-

gation. This includes observing changes to a range of everyday materials when mixed with water, positioned in the 

sun, positioned near a tea light candle, as well as placed in the fridge and freezer. Students have loved comparing 

their initial predictions with their observations to make final scientific conclusions about their findings. We look  

forward to watching them conduct their final investigation for the term! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEADERSHIP 

Many Year 6 students have volunteered their time to complete leadership roles around our school. Some of these 

roles include, rangers, structured play, reading club and library helpers. It’s an amazing example of how our         

students take pride in our school! 

CAMP 

Camp will occur from Wednesday the 16th to Friday 18th of August. More information to follow in Term 2! 
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Woodlinks Easter Bonnet Parade 
 

Prep to Year 2 
 

Friday 31st March at 9:00am in the Hall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Every student from Prep to Year 2 is invited to design and create an Easter Bon-
net at home to participate in the parade. This can be made from recycled ma-
terials, old hats or loose items from around the home. We encourage parents 
and children to be creative with what they have already at home  - no need to 
buy anything new.  
 
 
 
If you do not wish for your child to attend the Easter Bonnet Parade please let 
your child’s classroom teacher know and alternative  
arrangements will be made.   
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SPORTS REPORT 

CROSS COUNTRY 
 
Cross Country is Friday 24th March starting at 9:25 am and finishing approximately 2:30 pm. 
 
 
 
RUN  CLUB 
 
Monday 20th March will be our last Run Club for Term 1. 
 
 
IPSWICH STATE HIGH SCHOOL RUGBY  LEAGUE GALA 
 
Last Wednesday (8th March) a team from WoodLinks participated in the Rugby League Gala Day that was 
hosted and played at Ipswich State High School. Mr Wilton and Mr Artates took 13 Year 6 students to the 
event where they competed against schools from Brassall, Kruger, Durack, Redbank Plains and Hatton Vale 
State School. 
 
The WoodLinks team was made up of players that were both experienced and beginners at the game. We 
were pooled in a tough group, however, we competed and played well, only losing each game by 1 or 2 
tries. The students ended up winning their last game against Hatton Vale to end the day on a high note. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr Taylor and Mr Wilton for helping in preparing the               
students for the event. They helped train the students leading up to the gala. Thanks to Mr Wilton for 
helping to coach on the day also. 
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Kia Ora, Gurumba bigi  
 
Year 4 classes have been coming for their cooking lessons and have learnt to make: Beetroot and Chocolate Muffins, 
Saltbush Soda Bread, Corn Fritters, Weet-bix and Milo Balls and a Salad.  Not many scraps after a lesson so everyone is 
enjoying their sample of these dishes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

The next set of recipes will be a Rice Salad, Lemon Myrtle Pasta, Chunky Chocolate Slice, Hot Cross 
Buns and Easter Biscuits. 
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Lynda Tucker 

SAKG Teacher Aide 

KIA KORA, GURUMBA BIGI 
 
We are in the last weeks of Year 4 cooking for this term and the last set of new recipes for everyone to create 
here at school. 
In Week 7 everyone made: Banana Spring Rolls; Banana and Berry Smoothie; Potato and Rosemary Pizza; Carrot 
Cake; Bliss Balls; and Salad of Imagination. Each dish was made with ingredients from our own gardens. 
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March 20 
Parade 2.10pm 
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T U E S D AY   
M a r c h  2 1  
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Prep Hearing Screener 
 

WoodLinks has engaged the UQ Health Rehabilitation & Audiology 
Clinics to provide a free Hearing Screening Program for all Prep    
students.  
 
Screening takes approximately 10-15 minutes per child and will be 
adapted according to your child’s age and responses. The screening 
will be performed at WoodLinks on the 15 and 22 March by Master 
of Audiology Students under the direct supervision of a qualified 
Senior Audiologist. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Consent forms have been sent home with students.  
Please return the completed consent form and questionnaire to the 

office or your child’s teacher. 
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