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In Principal 

 
Welcome Back 

I hope that your Easter break was a fabulous one, in whatever form it took. Our school 
had a remarkable first term and the break was appreciated by our students and staff 
members. 

 
This fortnight has seen us get rolling on a number of activities, including Cross Country, 

Parent-Teacher Interviews and our school ANZAC Parade. Some of these were carried 
over from last term and this has meant that the notice was short. My apologies if this im-

pacted negatively on you and your family, but given the events on the horizon, it was bet-
ter that we went ahead with the aforementioned events as soon as possible. 

 
Also, a gentle reminder regarding attendance at school. Pre-COVID, our school-

wide attendance rate was about 95%. It currently stands at about 90%. I feel that this 
number could be a little higher. Please do everything possible to have your children at 

school every day and on time. 
 

Toys at School 
I have shared with you in previous newsletters that there has been an increase in toys and 

other high interest items at school. These serve as a distraction and they often go miss-
ing. Please discourage your child from bringing such items to school. Our staff members 
will hold onto such items for the day, so that the child can take them home in the after-

noon. 
 

Life – Stress 
Last newsletter I started sharing information about stress. Whilst a certain amount is 

necessary to motivate us to do something, too much of it is counter-productive. Finding a 
way to unplug from the demands of work, school, family and everything else is crucial if 

we want to remain healthy and productive. 
Dr Mercola, a physician and author, described 4 stress relieving tools to quiet our minds. 

The next one follows: 
 

Rejuvenation Through Meditation - one of the best activities for reducing stress and 
improving health. Before you dismiss meditation as the realm of Buddhist monks or hip-

pies, let's take a closer look. At its most basic level, meditation helps you take a deliber-
ate break from the stream of thoughts that are constantly flowing in and out of your 

mind. In so doing, your pulse, breathing and heart rate begin to slow; your muscles relax; 
and your mind enjoys the peace that comes from the silencing of racing thoughts.  

 
Meditation has been shown to produce beneficial brain changes, both short and long 
term, such as improved attention span and better focus, even amidst distractions. It can 

also lower your blood pressure, protect your heart and boost your immune system. It 
might be helpful to begin with five minutes and work your way up to longer periods as 

your meditative skills develop. 
 

May you have an enriching week. 
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GATES OPEN     

8:15AM &   2:50PM 

 

Breakfast Club Daily 8:15am 
 
ABSENCE LINE  - 33814688 
 
2023 Uniform Shop Hours 
Mondays 8.35—9.35am 
Wednesdays 2.30pm—3.20pm 

Fridays  8.35am—9.35am 
 
Whole School Photos 
Monday, June 5 
 
Under 8’s Day Jnr Area & Hall 
Tuesday, June 20 9-11am 
 
Year 5 Gold Rush Excursion 
Tuesday, June 20 
 
Senior Athletics Carnival 
Thursday 15 & Friday 16 June 
 
Report Cards Emailed Home 
Wednesday, June 21 
 
Junior Athletics Carnival 
Thursday 22 June 
 
Last Day of Term 2 
Friday, June 23 
 

       
         

Greg Noble 

Principal 

Only Our Best, Everyone, Everyday 

  
Attendance  
 
Our whole school attendance rate is 89.3%, again down a little from last  newsletter, as 
the long weekend exerted its influence on that number. 

 
National Reconciliation Week 2023 (Friday 27th May – Friday 3rd June) 
 
We all have a role to play in reconciliation as we collectively build relationships and 
communities that value Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ histories, culture 
and futures. During this time we will have the following activities: 
 

• Friday 26th May  – National Sorry Day. The flags will be flown at half-mast to 
mark this day. A National Acknowledgment of Country will be shared over the 
P.A. system at 12 by one of our school leaders who identifies as a First Nations 
person. 

• 27th May – 3rd June – in-class activities, discussions, research projects, video 
clips etc. 

• During this time, the Library will display the great collection of books we have 
showcasing Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander authors.  

 

I’ll Be Away for a Bit 
 
Next Tuesday the 30th of May will be my last day at school for this term so that I can 
have an ongoing medical issue remedied. 
 
Please contact Clint Gallagher or Stephanie McKenna during this time and I’ll be back 
next term. 

 
(Don’t) Stop Being a Kid 
 
I was struck yesterday by the way that a young person was enjoying being a kid – she 
had just learnt how to use the bubblers and was taking great delight in showing       
everyone. It prompted me to see the things that I think of as mundane through the eyes 
of a child. Along this line, Robert Fulghum said that we learnt everything to equip us for 
life in our prep classes. He stated that wisdom is not learnt at the top of the university 
mountain, but in the sandpit in Prep. His   slightly amended list of what we learnt     
includes: 
 
Share everything; Play fair; Don't hit people; Put things back where you found them; 
Clean up your own mess; Don't take things that aren't yours; Say you're sorry when 
you hurt somebody; Wash your hands before you eat; Flush; Warm biscuits and cold 
milk are good for you; Live a balanced life - learn some and think some and draw and 
paint and sing and dance and play and work every day some; Take a nap every      
afternoon; When you go out into the world, watch out for traffic, and hold hands and 
stick together.  
 
Everything you need to know is in there somewhere - the principles of love, basic   
sanitation, ecology, politics, equality and sage living. Take those items and extrapolate 
them into sophisticated adult terms. Apply them to your family life, your work, or your 
world and they hold true. Think what a better world it would be we had cookies and 
milk once in a while and then lay down with our blankies for a nap. 
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Year 2 News 

 

BIPPITY BOPPITY BOO IT ’S FUN TO BE IN  TERM 2! !  

English: In English this term we are exploring character traits and stereotypes as some characters 
are not as they seem! We have explored Fairy tales and created our own Fairy Lands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We investigated big bad wolf, Jack from Jack and the Beanstalk, Goldilocks and GoldiRocks. We 
love having robust conversations about who our favourite characters are and comparing characters 
with one another. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s important that we work out which characters are good and which are our villains so that we can 
only invite our favourite characters to the Fairy-Tale Ball at the end of the term.  

We are working on having character discussions with our friends in which we respectfully agree or 
disagree with their opinions about characters. 
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Year 2 News cont... 

 

Maths: In theme with our Fairy-Tale land we have explored mapping and location! 
Students designed and created their own maps, describing locations and how they 
are important to local communities. We have also been practising skip counting!  

We are getting so fast at counting concrete materials and identifying missing ele-
ments in a number sequence.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Design and Science: Exploration and Experiments have guided our introduction to 
how objects move! We have investigated all different types of toys and identified 
which force makes them move. This week we have been investigating how changing 
these forces can impact the toy’s movement.  
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Year 2 News cont... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HASS: In Hass, Year 2s have begun their inquiry into significant places. We are iden-
tifying how and why we should preserve places in our community and around the 
country. 
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SAKG News  

 

Kia Ora, Gurumba bigi   

Year 6s have cooked and tried their 2nd lot of recipes for this Term.  The only dish no one is fussed 
on is the Turmeric and Ginger Tea!!   

Pink Lemonade Scones, Stephanie Alexander Ratatouille, Energy Slice, Coconut fluffy Bread. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I entered produce in the Ipswich Show:  ½ dozen Eggs - no place, Mulberry Jam - no place, Lilly Pilly 
Jelly - no place, 1kg Sweet Potatoes - First Place, 3 Loofas - First Place.   

I am chuffed with that result. I enter again next year and see how we go!! 
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SAKG News cont. 

 

During the week, with the help of a strong student, we dug our sweet potato crop.  5.5kg in Sweet 
Potatoes  -  not bad crop.  Most were a good size also.  They will be used in a recipe that the       
students will make. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The P&C and I will be hosting an Afternoon Tea in the SAKG Kitchen on Thursday 25 May, from 
2.15pm for our wonderful Volunteers who either come and help in the kitchen or other areas within 
our school.  Please come and have a chat, cold or hot drink and something to eat on Thursday.       

 It will great to see you all-come down to the kitchen. 

 

Happy Gardening and Cooking 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lynda Tucker 

SAKG Teacher Aide 
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Refund Guidelines 
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P&C News 
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Winter Fair 
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Lego Mania 
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Dental Health  
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WoodLinks Instrumental 
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Year 6 Rugby League Trials 

5  May 2023 
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School Holiday Fun 
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Health & Wellness Program 

 

 

 


